123 Educator Way

Catonsville, Maryland 21228

January 3, 2005

Robert Tomback

Principal

Catonsville High School

400 Bloomsbury Avenue

Catonsville, Maryland 21228

Dear Mr. Tomback:
In response to your request, I am writing to describe an ideal English student.  In my view, the ideal English student is hardworking, interested in ideas, and cooperative.

A hardworking student applies deliberate effort to assigned tasks. The ideal English student works hard whether or not the task is fun or even interesting.  Even on grammar drills, this student takes the time and energy to do the necessary thinking.  As a teacher, I know that I can help a hardworking student:  I can plan a lesson and know that, with some direction and feedback from me, the ideal student will do the hard work needed to achieve the lesson's objective.  Knowing that the student will follow through makes me feel proud of that student, and I feel satisfied because my teaching has been useful and helpful.

The ideal student must also be interested in ideas.  This student enjoys thinking, so his or her mind is waiting for new input.  This student's interest inspires me to share new texts, skills, and concepts.  For instance, this student willingly reads books that are stylistically or culturally unfamiliar and enjoys discussing them.  When a student is interested in pursuing the subjects I introduce, I feel that I am fulfilling the student's need to expand his or her mind.  That, in turn, makes me feel hopeful, and connected to the world of ideas.

Finally, the ideal student must be cooperative.  The ideal student believes the teacher is trying to help students, so he or she does not view the teacher as an obstacle.  This student is considerate of others because he or she sees the class as a team that is working together.  For example, this student volunteers to participate in class, providing opportunities for the teacher to give feedback that might help the entire class.  The cooperative student makes me feel that I am trusted, and I feel like I can rely on that student.  As a result, I feel secure and inspired to do more.

I hope that this letter has helped you in your quest to understand the ideal English student.  Thank you for the opportunity to share my opinion on the matter.

Sincerely yours,

U. R. Teacher

